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Grandfather and grandmother

(21words)

Akira's grandfather and grandmother live together

on Mount. Konkon.

One day, when they were working in their field,

Akira visited there.
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Fleld (57words)

Akira went to Mount. Konkon to play and his
grandfather and grandmother showed him around
their field.

Tomatoes sprouted in the field and killifish were
swimming in the stream flowing by the field.
When he noticed, it was in the evening.
Grandfather said, "I will send you home."

and he walked to the foot-town with Akira.
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Four seasons (63words)

Mount. Konkon is full of nature.

In spring there are many flowers such as cherry
blossoms and rape blossoms.

In summer sunflowers bloom all around.

In autumn cosmos blossoms bloom, and chestnuts
and persimmons can be harvested.

In winter 1t sometimes snows, but the climate 1s
mild.

Mount. Konkon 1s close to the foot town, and many

people come from outside the prefecture.
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The Shimanto River (75words)

The Shimanto River is the longest river in Shikoku.
It flows through the mountains to the Pacific Ocean without any
dams.
It is famous as “Japan’s last clear river.”
There are various kinds of fish in the river because it has a rich
natural environment.
The Shimanto River has unique bridges.
They are sinking bridges called “chinkabashi”
If it rains a lot, they can sink under the water.

They are popular spots for the tourists.
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Kochi Castle (87 words)

Kochi Castle is an important cultural place.
Yamauchi Katsutoyo was the first lord of this castle.
He built it in 1603.
Then, there was a big fire in the castle town in 1727 and the castle
almost burned down at that time.
About 30 years later, it was rebuilt as it is today.
The castle tower was made of wood and is among the twelve oldest
ones in Japan.
You can go up to the top of the castle tower and see the whole city

from there.
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The Benefit of Nature (109words)

The climate of Kochi is warm and mild all the year round.

This brings us the rich agricultural production.

For example, the production of some vegetables, such as eggplants,
Chinese chives, ginger, Japanese ginger, and green peppers is the
largest in Japan.

Kochi is also the top producer of citrus fruits such as buntan and yuzu.

The fruit of buntan is bigger than that of yuzu.

We eat the sweet fruit of buntan.

Its peel is good to make candied fruits.

As for yuzu, we don’t eat the fruit.

But we use its juice and peel to make dressing or marmalade. Both

are popular fruits in fall and winter.
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Japanese Paper ---Tosa washi--- (107 words)

Papermaking is an old and important art in Japanese history. Washi
1s a kind of traditional Japanese paper. The most common type of
washi made in Kochi is called Tosa washi.

Tosa means Kochi and washi means Japanese paper.

It 1s handmade paper, and is nice and soft, as you can feel when you
touch it.

Tosa washi was first made more than 1,000 years ago. There i1s a
museum in Ino Town. You can see the history of Japanese paper and
how this type of paper is still made.

Now Tosa washi has not only historical value but value as a national

traditional craft as well.
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